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U.S. Corps 
TRANSFERRED: of Engineers Oct. 13. The 

CornsJ Buffalo District Office is 
Corlgress shlJls resfionsibil- responsible for eight of the 

remaining 21 projects that have i g f o r  radio'ctive 'leanup been identified as being contami- 
from Energy Department nated with radioactivity that 
i o  Corps g ~ n i i n e e r s .  exceeds current cleanupTguide- 

lines. . 
By Ann McBride 
Nicrgaru Gazette 

LEWISTON - Responsibility 
for finding a permanent solution 
to the cleanup of radioactive con- 
taminants from 21 sites, includ- 
ing one in Lewiston, has trans- 
f e r r e d  h a n d s  f r o m  t h e  
Department of Energy to the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

President Clinton signed over 
management of the Formerly 
Utilized Sites Remedial Action 
Program (FUSUP) to the Corps 

The Niagara Falls Storage Site 
on Pletcher Road is one of six 
sites in the Buffalo area, said 
George Brooks, deputy district 
engineer for project manage- 
c e n t  in the Corps' hiffalo office. 
The other two sites are in Ohio. 

One local activist took the 
news as a positive sign. 

"Considering that the DOE 
had done nothing in 50 years any 
move or change of hands is a 
plus," said Timothy Henderson 
of Residents Organized for 

akes ove 
b (ENVIRONMENT 
Lewiston-Porter's Environment, 
"But government being what it 
is, all they've really done iq pass 
the ball," he said. 

FUSRAP was started by the 
Department of Energy in 1974. 
Since that time, officials either 
researched or completed surveys 
at more than 400 sites trying to 
determine which locations were 
contaminated. Forty-six sites 
were identified through FUSRAP 
and cleanup was completed at 25 

, of them. , 

The Niagara Falls Storage Site, 
which is a part of the former 
Lake Ontario Ordnance Works 
site, is a long-term but not per- 
manent solution to the storage of 
ore that was used for the 

r a ston site 
manufacture of uranium during 
the development of the atomic 
bomb, said Kent D. Johnson, a 
geologist with the state's Depart- 
ment of Environmental Conser- 
vation Bureau of Hazardous 
Waste Facilities. 

None of the eight sites being 
handled by the Buffalo office 
pose any immediate health risks 
to the public or environment, 
according to the Corps 
of Engineers. 

But  Henderson said t h e  
Lewiston site contains about 50 
percent of the world's known 
mined radium, and while it may 
not pose an immediate dafiger, 
the radioactive material has a 
shelf life of 30,000 years. 

"I always thought it was ironic 
that we are the ultimat victims 
of history's ultimate weaon,'' he 
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said, adding that more monej 
was  d i rec ted  towards  thc 
rebuilding of Japan than toward: 
protecting U.S. ' citizens fron 
these materials. 

The Army Corps of Engineer: 
already manages the Formerl! 
Used Defense Sites Program fo 
the Department of Defense. Rep 
resentatives from this progran 
updated Lewiston residents ii 
September on the cleanup of han 
ardous materials at the Pletche 
Road site. 

Brooks said his office is in th 
beginning stages of assessin 
how to proceed with the progra~ 
and he will issue a report i 
three months. 

Anyone intereste'd in the. 
sites, should now contact tb 
Buffalo D i s t r i c t  office i 

879-4104. 
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